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Understand the House as Architecture

Thinking about designing a new home or a major remodel? Then learn 

about the process, and avoid common mistakes. This program is your 

blueprint to become an informed client of your architect and contractor.
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

The House as Architecture 
Courses Cover:

• Sustainability and green design

• The history of Northwest resi-
dential architecture

• The roles and services of design 
and construction professionals

• The contract arrangements 
for your project that ensure 
obtaining the best value for the 
services and materials you  
are buying

• The fundamentals of planning 
and organizing a new home  
or remodel

• In-depth reviews of materials 
and products

• The basic systems and mainte-
nance of a house

Shape the Environment Around You

You’ve got the dreams and secured the money, now you need to select an architect 
who’ll insure that the outcome of your house project matches your vision.  The House as 
Architecture program can help you understand the architectural design process and make 
informed decisions at the appropriate steps as your own design develops. With the House 
as Architecture integrated courses offered by the University of Washington, you’ll learn 
about the elements of functionality, aesthetics, safety and economic value that all influence 
design.  You’ll also learn how to work effectively with a professional architect to get the 
most out of your investment.

Or perhaps you’re a real estate agent or developer who wants to speak knowledgeably 
about the architecture of the homes you sell?  This course will give you insight into the ar-
chitectural design process and valuable technical information to help you better represent 
the homes you are selling.

Gain Personal Growth or a Make a Career Change

This series of courses is approved by the UW College of Architecture and Urban Planning 
and is designed to give you an in-depth overview of the ins and outs of residential archi-
tecture. In addition, you’ll:

• Meet new people who share your same interests
• Learn from professionals with direct experience in architecture
• Access a convenient and flexible class schedule 
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House as Architecture Courses

The following courses are part of the House as Architecture program. These courses 
are not part of the architectural degree program at UW, although some people have 
found this series helpful in assessing their interest in pursuing a career in architecture.

The House as Architecture: Part 1
Study the history of residential architecture illustrated by outstanding examples of 
residential design. Gain an understanding of the design process and learn about the 
production of drawings, specifications, contracts and budgets. Guest experts visit the 
class to provide different ideas, viewpoints and perspectives.

The House as Architecture: Part 2
Focus on two major subjects in this course: how the house relates to the environment, 
and how to choose the materials and finishes for the interior and exterior.

About UW Extension

All UW Extension programs are designed by UW faculty, industry experts and com-
munity leaders. To ensure you receive first-rate instruction, every UW Extension 
program must be approved by the corresponding University of Washington academic 
department. UW advisory boards are continually reviewing programs and updating the 
curriculum to meet the evolving demands of specific fields.

The University of Washington is one of the oldest state-supported institutions of 
higher education on the West Coast, and one of the preeminent research universities 
in the world.  With nationally ranked academic excellence, facilities, and a diverse stu-
dent and faculty population, the UW is a leading-edge university with global influence. 

About UW Certificate Programs

You already work hard at your existing job, and going back to school is a serious  
commitment.  That’s why UW certificate programs are designed around you, with  
flexible schedules and a choice of part-time, full-time or even online study, depending 
on the program. 

Learn more about the program

206.685.8936  OR  1.800.506.1325

Give us a call:

Send us an email:

extnadvising@extn.washington.edu

For complete details, visit the Web site:

www.extension.washington.edu

Attend an information meeting.

Interested in a certificate? You can 
ask questions and meet instructors 
and former students at these free 
meetings. For meeting dates, times 
and locations, please go to our  
Web site.

Questions? Ask away

Apply or register today

206.897.8939  OR  1.800.506.1325

www.extension.washington.edu

Apply online:

Call UW Extension:
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This program is brought to you by  
UW Extension, a community gateway 
to the University of Washington.


